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Wiiting Topics

Topics in the following list may appear in your actual test. You should become familiar with this list before you
take the test. Remember that when you take the test you will not have a choice of topics. You must write only on
the topic that is assigned to you.

1. It hasbeensaid, “Noteverything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrastknowledge
gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which sourceis more
important? Why?

2. Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3. Acompany has announced thatit wishes tobuild alarge factory near your community. Discuss the advantages
and disadvantages ofthis new influence onyour community. Do you supportoroppose the factory? Explain
your position.

4. Ifyou could change oneimportant thing about your hometown, what would you change? Use reasons and
specific examples to supportyour answer.

5. How domovies ortelevision influence people’s behavior? Use reasons and specific examples to support your
answer.

6. Do you agreeor disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among
friends and family. Use specific reasons andexamples to supportyour opinion.

7.  Some people prefer tolive in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city Which place would you prefer to
live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

8. “When people succeed,itis because ofhard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or
disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples toexplain your position.

9. Do you agreeor disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount ofmoney to
their students’ sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to
supportyour opinion.

10. Many people visit museums when they travel tonew places. Why do you think people visit museums? Use
specific reasons andexamples to supportyour answer.

11. Some people prefer to eat at food stands orrestaurants. Otherpeople prefer to prepare and eat food at home.
Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons andexamples to supportyour answer.

12. Some peoplebelieve thatuniversity students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to
classes should beoptional for students. Which point ofview do you agree with? Use specific reasons and
details to explain your answer.

13. Neighbors are the people who live near us.In your opinion, whatare the qualities ofa good
neighbor? Use specific details and examples in youranswer.

14. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. Do
you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your
answer.
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15. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think
that it is always better to have ateacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop
your essay.

16. What are some important qualities ofa good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and
examples toexplain why thesequalities are important.

17. Should governm ents spend more money onimproving roadsand highways, orshould
governments spend more money onimproving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)?
Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

18. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside thanin a big city. Do you agree or
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

19. In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use
specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

20. Weall work orwill work in ourjobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are some
important characteristics of aco-worker (someone you work closely with)? Usereasons and specific examples to
explain why thesecharacteristics are important.

21. In some countries,teenagers havejobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good
idea? Supportyour opinion byusing specific reasons and details.

22. A personyou know is planning to move to your town orcity Whatdo you think this person
would like and dislike aboutliving in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details
to develop youressay.

23. It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your neighborhood.
Do you supportoroppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your
answer.

24. Tt has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your
neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details
to support your answer.

25. Do you agreeor disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things
that they do not enjoy doing. Usespecific reasons and examples to supportyour answer.

26. Do you agreeor disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines,
and other media pay too much attention to the personallives of famous people such as public
figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

27. Some peoplebelieve thatthe Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel
that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. Whatis your opinion? Use specific
reasons and examples to supportyour answer.

28. It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. Do
you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.

29. People nowadays put more emphasis on social skills. Some people believe that social skills
are more important in addition to good qualification for job success. To what extent do you
agree or disagree.
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